T he final phase of ICS 2008 Research Prioritisation Exercise took place at the State of the Art Meeting. Six finalists delivered a short summary of their research proposal during the clinical trials session. Over 200 delegates attended the session and voted for the research question they would most like to have answered in the future.
The two studies which received the highest number of votes were: • Professor Brian Cuthbertson -University of Aberdeen Selective Decontamination of the Digestive tract in critically ill patients treated in Intensive Care Unit (The SuDDICU study) • Dr Anthony Gordon -Imperial College NHS Trust VANISH; VAsopressin versus Noradrenaline as Initial therapy in Septic sHock The winners were announced by Professor Monty Mythen, Vice Chairman of the Intensive Care Foundation during the evening awards ceremony. The winners were awarded £ 50,000 from the Intensive Care Foundation. This funding will support the investigators to undertake important feasibility work prior to applying for full funding from the major grant awarding bodies (eg HTA).
We would like to thank all contributors to the Research Prioritisation for their help and support over the last 12 months and wish to congratulate Tony and Brian on their success.
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Background
Hospital-acquired infection (HAI) is a huge problem in modern health care setting particularly in ICU. SDD has meta-analysis of level 1 evidence demonstrating reduction in hospital acquired pneumonia rates and mortality. Despite this it is not widely practised in the UK due to concerns over the environmental impact of such widespread antibiotic utilisation and due to doubts over efficacy in a healthcare system with high endemic rates of multi-resistant infection. It is clear that ICU and microbiology practitioners in the UK will not implement this potentially life-saving treatment until these concerns are answered. I propose a UK-wide multi-centre randomised controlled study with parallel epidemiology study to answer the following research questions:
